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Dates to remember
FEBRUARY
Monday 8th — Preps at
school until 3:30
Assembly—2:45
Tuesday 9th & Wednesday
10th—Grad e6 Hands on
Science incursion
Wednesday
10th/17th/24th—No preps
at school

WELCOME
Welcome to the new school year. I hope you were able to enjoy a peaceful and
relaxing break. It is my pleasure to welcome new staff members:
Miss Kiah Zietsman (Grade 1ZH), Miss Sarah Lourey (Grade 3SL), Miss Brigette
Murray (Grade 5BM) and Mr Jack Lopez (Wellbeing).
I would also like to extend a special welcome to our 119 new prep students to Leopold
Primary School. Please see below some photos of some preps on their first day.

Tuesday 16th—Meet the
Families evening
Tuesday 23rd—grade 3
Feathers, Fur & Scales
Incursion
Thursday 25th—3 –6
House Aths at Landy Field

MARCH
Thursday 18th — School
Photos

NEWSLETTER
APRIL
Thursday 1st - Last day
Term 2

Our school newsletter is a very important part of the communication structure of our
school. The newsletter is placed on Compass and our school website every second
Friday. There is a lot of important information in newsletter, so please take the time to
read it.

ASSEMBLY
The first school assembly will be this Monday, February 8th at 2:45pm in the LINC.
Due to COVID restrictions parents are not permitted to attend Assembly. Preps will
not be attending this assembly to allow them time to settle in to school.

MEET THE FAMILIES NIGHT

We are planning a Welcome Night for families to come in to school on Tuesday 16th February between 5:00pm and
6:30pm. Families will need to book a time to go to their children’s classrooms and there will be a BBQ available.
Booking of the times to visit classrooms and ordering sausages will be sent out on Compass next week.

BREAKFAST CLUB
Breakfast Club will commence again this Monday 8th February. This will be running Monday to Thursday from
8:20am until 8:45am. This is free of charge and is funded by Food Bank. We also have Baker’s Delight supplying
bread for toast. Thank you to Bakers Delight for sponsoring this part
of this valuable program. Mr Jack Lopez and Mr Rob Hunter will be
coordinating the Breakfast Program.

SCHOOL COUNCIL
School Councils play a vital role in the educational opportunity and outcomes of all students at school. In essence,
the role of School Council is one of setting the long-term future for the school and maintaining oversight (not
management) of the school's operation. I would like our parents and staff to consider nominating for School
Council in 2021. Nomination forms for School Council will be available very soon.

SCHOOL CROSSING AND
DROPPING STUDENTS OFF
It is important that when students are arriving and leaving they use the crossings provided for their safety. Parents/
guardians walking their children to and from school are asked to provide a good example by using the crossings as
well. When children are being dropped off, parking near a school crossing outside the designated parking bays is
dangerous and illegal. Please also remember that the staff carparks are no longer used to drop students off or pick
them up.

CARS AND YOUNG CHILDREN
Parents and/or guardians are reminded that on hot days it is important never to leave children alone in a car.
Temperatures inside a parked car during summer can be around 20 to 30 degrees hotter than the outside
temperature. Leaving children in hot cars, even for a moment, can result in serious injury or death. Young children’s
smaller body size and underdeveloped nervous system places them at a much greater risk of life-threatening
heatstroke, dehydration and other serious health risks. If a parent or guardian is travelling with a child, never leave
them alone in a parked car, not even for one moment.

SPEED ZONES
With the 2021 school year now formally commenced, it is an opportune time for school communities to be reminded
of the importance of road safety around schools.
School Speed Zones have been enforced from the commencement of the school year and I need to alert parents/
carers to pay attention to the safety speed signs around our school.

ABSENCE FROM SCHOOL
Going to school every day is important for a student’s education. This may seem to be stating something extremely
obvious, but absence from school means that learning opportunities are reduced and this can ultimately lead to
poorer student achievement. When this happens, the impact will be felt long after the student has left
school.
Absence from school clearly affects the absent student, but also impacts on the teacher’s ability to plan and present
class work in a sequential and organised way. This can affect the progress of all students in the class, not only
those missing, and can make classroom management difficult.
ATTENDANCE FACT: Are you aware that if a child misses 15 days per year from Prep to year 12, then they
have missed one complete school year?

BE ON TIME, BE AT SCHOOL, THAT’S THE RULE!

PERSONAL BELONGINGS
When children bring their personal belongings to school it is at their own risk, as our school nor the Department of
Education have insurance to cover damage to these items. So please be aware of this before children bring
expensive personal belongings to school.

MOBILE PHONE POLICY
Last year there was a new mobile phone policy introduced for all government schools. The policy means phones
brought to school must be switched off and stored securely during the school day.
The aim of this policy is to provide:
•
a safe environment to learn without inappropriate mobile phone use (including cyberbullying) or distractions
•
greater opportunities for social interaction and physical activity during recess and lunchtimes.
The use of technology is important, but the risks and benefits from its use need to be managed. In emergencies,
parents can contact their children through the school office.

CAMPS 2021
Students in grades 4 and 6 will be attending camps this year. Grade 4 Bike Ed camp held in Maldon is booked for
10th—14th May. Grade 4 students will be divided into groups and spend 2 nights and 3 days in Maldon.
Our grade 6 students head off to Canberra for 4 nights and 5 days from 17th May arriving home on the 21st May.
Next week families will receive information via Compass and requests to pay a non refundable deposit for camps.

TERM DATES—2021
Start date
Term 1

Grades 1-6 start 29/01/21

Finish date
Thursday 1st April 2021

Term 2

Preps start 02/02/21
Monday 19th April

Friday 25th June

Term 3

Monday 12th July

Friday 17th September

Term 4

Monday 4th October

16/12/21 – Students last day
17/12/21 – Teachers last day

TUTORING PROGRAM 2021
The 2020 school year has been an extraordinary and challenging one for every school community.
Many Victorian students spent much of Terms 2 and 3 this year learning remotely and Victorian schools and
their communities have made an exceptional effort to provide continuity of teaching and learning to our students
during this time.
During Term 4 last year, schools across Victoria were focused on supporting students’ mental health and wellbeing, in addition to assisting students to readjust to on-site learning. Teachers were focusing on assessing student learning, addressing individual learning gaps and identifying those students who need extra support for
their learning, using classroom-based observation and assessments.
We know that the remote learning experience was different for every student. While some students thrived,
some students may not have engaged as fully with remote learning. For most of our students, regular highquality teaching in 2021 will be enough to help them progress to the expected level of learning. Some students
will benefit from additional intensive learning support in 2021.
As you may be aware, in response to this, the Victorian Government is investing $250 million in the Tutor
Learning Initiative to enable schools across Victoria to engage around 4,100 teachers as tutors in 2021 to support students who need extra assistance with their learning. With the funds we received from the Department of
Education to run the tutoring program at Leopold Primary School we have employed four final year training
teachers, two experienced teachers and Mrs Sam Sharkey to coordinate the Tutoring program.
By engaging these additional teachers to support children with intensive learning, classroom teachers will have
greater capacity to ensure that all other students’ achievement, engagement and wellbeing needs are met, so
that all students receive the support they need in 2021.
If you have any questions please do not hesitate to get in contact with me.
My email address is samantha.sharkey@education.vic.gov.au
Sam Sharkey
Assistant Principal & Curriculum Learning Specialist

GRADE 5 EARTH ED INCURSION
On Wednesday 3rd Feb, students in Year 5
had an incursion from Earth Ed where they
explored, developed and built on their
knowledge of visual coding and Spheros. Our
students loved working collaboratively and
being together again to use technology to
problem solve and develop their skills in science, maths and technology.
These photos show students using Sphero
robots and iPads to code and follow a course
- all in the name of learning!
It is lovely to be back at school and working
together to develop our skills and have our
first incursion in what seems a very long
time.
Grade 5 Team

