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Dates to remember  

FEBRUARY 2023 

Mon 13th—Assembly—2:45—
LINC 

Wed 15th—Connewarre 
Tennis—selected students 

Fri 17th —Silly Scien st 
Incursion—grade 3 students 

Grade 5 Candlebark camp—
20th—24th Feb 
Tue 21st—Japanese 
Drumming—whole school 
incursion 
Tue 21st—School Council 
 
School Photos—Thursday 
16th March 
 

Camp Dates 2023  
Grade 6 Canberra camp—
6th—10th March 
Grade 4 Anglesea Camp 
24th—26th May 
Grade 3 Camp—Camp Wyuna 
21st—23rd August 

    
We live in this special place to continue 

our learning journey together.  

We acknowledge the Wadawurrung 
people as the traditional custodians of 

the land upon which we live. 

We understand their deep connection to 
country, to the waterways, the skies and 

the land. 

We pay our respects 
to ancestors before 

us, to our elders 
and to those who 
stand for us today.  

We acknowledge our past, and stand 
here for our future.  

For all of us living and learning together 
on this country. 

  

 
 
 
 
 
Welcome to the new school year.  I hope you were able to enjoy a peaceful and 
relaxing break.  It is my pleasure to welcome new staff members: 
Mrs Sue Howard (Office), Mrs Tara Hammond (Office), Miss Liz McLean (Grade 
1LM), Mrs Teagan Houston (Grade 1TH),   Miss Georgia McFarlane (Grade 3GF), Mrs 
Corinne Govett (Grade 4RG), Miss Laura Jenkins (Grade 4LJ), Miss Katie Holman 
(Literacy Specialist P-2) and Mr Josh Camm (PE and Outdoor Education).  
 
I would also like to extend a special welcome to our 115 new prep students at 
Leopold Primary School. Please see below some photos of some preps on their first 
day. 
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NEWSLETTER 

Our school newsle er is a very important part of the communica on structure of our school.  The newsle er is 
placed on Compass and our school website every second Friday.  There is a lot of important informa on in 
newsle er, so please take the me to read it.  

ASSEMBLY 

The first school assembly will be this Monday, February 13th at 2:45pm in the LINC. Preps will not be attending this 
assembly to allow them time to settle in to school. 
 

SCHOOL REVIEW 2023 

The Department of Educa on (DET) conducts reviews of schools every 4 years. This rigorous process is conducted 
by a DET appointed external reviewer. The school review supports each school to build on its current strengths and 
assists the school to respond to challenges. It emphasises con nuous improvement and affirms that every student, 
no ma er their background or circumstances, has a right to learn in a school commi ed to improvement. It 
maintains that every school can improve.   
The review: 

·   welcomes school community par cipa on in the review 
·   embraces the input of experts from both within and beyond the school 
·   forges links between evidence, school review, and strategic and annual planning 
·   seeks mul ple perspec ves, engagement with the whole school community and openness to challenge for      

improvement 
·   celebrates strengths and achievements. 

The result of this review is the development of the School Strategic Plan (SSP) that lasts for 4 years. 
Our school’s review will take place throughout term 3 this year and I encourage you to par cipate when the 
invita on is sent out in term 2 and/or term 3.  
If you have any ques ons about this process please feel free to contact me. 
 

PUPIL FREE DAYS FOR 2023  (TO BE APPROVED BY SCHOOL COUNCIL) 

To ensure parents are given ample no ce for the planned Pupil Free Days for 2023 the following have been 
arranged with par cular considera on to Rostered Days Off to support our families as best as we can: 

·  Monday 24th April 2023 – Prepara on for School Review. Staff looking at data across the school 
·  Monday 2nd October – Presenta on to staff the outcomes of the School Review and Wri ng Focus 

Other days where there will be no students at school: 

·  Friday 23rd June 2023 – Common Professional Prac ce Day  
·  Learning Conversa ons – Monday 10th July 2023 (first day of term 3) 

The last day for students is Tuesday 19th December 2023. School will conclude at 3:30pm. 

TERM DATES FOR 2023 
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ABSENCE FROM SCHOOL 

A endance is a major focus of our 2023 school year. Going to school every day is important for a student’s 
educa on. This may seem to be sta ng something extremely obvious, but absence from school means that 
learning opportuni es are reduced, and this can ul mately lead to poorer student achievement. When this 
happens, the impact will be felt long a er the student has le  school.  

Absence from school clearly affects the absent student, but also impacts on the teacher’s ability to plan and 
present class work in a sequen al and organised way. This can affect the progress of all students in the class, not 
only those missing, and can make classroom management difficult. 

At Leopold Primary School absences can be phoned in on the absence line – 5250 1233 or logged through 
Compass. Please note all unexplained absences will be followed up by phone call and/or absence le er – which 
must be signed and returned to the school administra ve office. 

If you have any ques ons about your child’s absences please contact the school office. 

 

SCHOOL COUNCIL 

School Councils play a vital role in the educa onal opportunity and outcomes of all 
students at school.  In essence, the role of School Council is one of se ng the long-
term future for the school and maintaining oversight (not management) of the 
school's opera on.  I would like our parents and staff to consider nomina ng for 
School Council in 2023.  Nomina on forms for School Council will be included in a 
Compass Newsfeed over the coming weeks. 

 
SCHOOL CROSSING AND DROPPING STUDENTS OFF 

It is important that when students are arriving and leaving they use the 
crossings provided for their safety.  Parents / guardians walking their 
children to and from school are asked to provide a good example by using 
the crossings as well. When children are being dropped off, parking near a 
school crossing outside the designated parking bays is dangerous and illegal. 

A reminder that the staff car parks ARE NOT to be used as pick up/drop off 
areas. It is also mely to remind students and families not to walk through the staff car park areas during these 
peak periods. 
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SPEED ZONES 

With the 2023 school year now formally commenced, it is an opportune me for school 
communi es to be reminded of the importance of road safety around schools.   

School Speed Zones have been enforced from the commencement of the school year and I need to 
alert parents/carers to pay a en on to the safety speed signs around our school. 

CARS AND YOUNG CHILDREN  

Parents and/or guardians are reminded that on hot days it is important never to leave children alone in a car.  
Temperatures inside a parked car during summer can be around 20 to 30 degrees ho er than the outside 
temperature. Leaving children in hot cars, even for a moment, can result in serious injury or death. Young 
children’s smaller body size and underdeveloped nervous system places them at a much greater risk of life-
threatening heatstroke, dehydra on and other serious health risks. If a parent or guardian is travelling with a child, 
never leave them alone in a parked car, not even for one moment. 

MOBILE PHONE POLICY 

A few years ago there was a new mobile phone policy introduced for all government schools. The policy means 
phones brought to school must be switched off and stored securely during the school day. 
The aim of this policy is to provide:  

· a safe environment to learn without inappropriate mobile phone use (including cyberbullying) or distrac ons  
· greater opportuni es for social interac on and physical ac vity during recess and lunch mes. 

The use of technology is important, but the risks and benefits from its use need to be managed.  In emergencies, 
parents can contact their children through the school office. 
 

BREAKFAST CLUB HELPERS 

If there are any parents, carers, grandparents or friends of our Leopold School community who would be 
interested in helping out one morning a week at breakfast club, it would be greatly appreciated. Times: 8:15 (set 
up) un l approximately 9am. At this stage we have 1 day we need assistance with - Monday mornings. Whoever is 
happy to commit to one morning a week would need to ensure you have (get) a Working With Children’s Check 
please.   
Some of the things we do at breakfast club include cha ng with children, making toast and toas es, cu ng fruit, 
making Milos, ensuring the dishwasher is stacked correctly, wiping down tables and restocking the fridge etc. We 
need approximately 4 people at this stage. Thank you to anyone who has already wri en in to assist. If you are 
interested, could you please email Skye Cook at skye.cook@educa on.vic.gov.au.  
Skye Cook  

TAIKOS—JAPANESE DRUMMING 

LPS is very much looking forward to our visit from Japanese drumming group ’Taikoz’ on Feb 21. Taikoz is an 
Australian, Sydney-based performance group that specialises in the art of taiko – the Japanese drums. Taikoz’s 
schools concerts and workshops introduce the students not only to the instruments and music, but give historical 
and cultural background, including the place of taiko in a contemporary, Australian context. The program is drawn 
from Taikoz’s large repertoire, which includes tradi onal Japanese music and drumming styles, composi ons 
wri en by contemporary Japanese composers, as well as original works by members of the ensemble.  
Taiko is an extremely visceral form of music making that can be 
appreciated on another level through the physical experience of 
playing. It is no surprise that hands-on par cipa on by members of the 
audience is a feature of Taikoz’s concert performances and workshops. 
Not only does the experience of playing upon the big drum give each 
par cipa ng student a chance to ‘feel’ the taiko, its rhythm and 
accompanying movements, but it also opens up possibili es for new 
forms of musical expression. All other students have the opportunity to 
join in through the chan ng of ‘kakegoe’ – or voice cues – as well as 
asking and responding to ques ons.  



 

Principal - Stuart Bott 

Respect     Responsibility     Kindness     Honesty 

 

 
WILL GARNER—CHAMPION SAILOR 

Will a ended the Cadet Na onals and Worlds Sailing 
Championships in Williamston during the school holidays.  

These sailing championships are a ended by junior sailors (under 
18) from all around the world. Will was part of the Australian 
team and competed with his older brother Ben, who also 
a ended Leopold Primary School. The boys par cipated in 2 
separate compe ons—the Na onal Championships and the 
World Championships—placing 4th out of 60 in the Na onals and 
11th out of 31 in the worlds.  

Amazing Effort Will—Congratula ons!  

 

 

 
 
 
 

COMPASS INFORMATION 

Just  a reminder to all families that the Compass Portal will be unavailable tomorrow Saturday February 11th 
between 11am and midnight. Compass has scheduled maintenance on the portal.  
 

SICK BAY PROCESS 2023 

Occasionally children become unwell at school. Students who are unwell in the classroom are sent to sick bay  - 
usually for a short period of me (5—10 minutes) where they are observed by Sick Bay staff—who are all first aid 
trained. All sick bay visits are entered on to Compass and parents/carers receive a no fica on with details of the 
visit. Students are then encouraged to return to the classroom, however, if a student is unwell and cannot stay at 
school parents/carers, will be phoned to arrange to collect the child. Parents are phoned for all students who 
receive head bumps.  

Sick bay staff can administer regular medica ons as well as “casual” medica ons. Any medica on must be handed 
in to the school office by a parent/carer, who will be asked to complete a form allowing staff to administer 
medica on as required.  

CAMPS, SPORTS, EXCURSION  FUND (CSEF) 2023 

CSEF is provided by the Victorian Government to assist eligible families to cover the costs of school trips, camps 
and spor ng ac vi es. If you hold a valid means-tested concession card or are a temporary foster parent, you may 
be eligible for CSEF. The allowance is paid to the school to use towards expenses rela ng to camps, excursions or 
spor ng ac vi es for the benefit of your child.  

If you hold a valid Healthcare card, and have not applied for CSEF please contact the school office. Please note—
families who have previously applied for CSEF and s ll have a valid Healthcare card—do not need to reapply as all 
applica ons are rolled over yearly. 

 
 
 
 


