Welcome Back
Welcome back everyone! And an extra warm welcome to families new to our school.
It’s been so good to see all the smiling faces for the start of the new school year. There were
some nerves and hesitant looks from a few. And it was lovely to see the happy atmosphere in
each class – we have such a great school at Leopold and the staff are all so caring and kind.
The children all appeared to be eager to learn and ready to follow instructions.
Here’s hoping that each of our children have a terrific 2021.
How Best to Help Our Children Succeed at School
As parents we all want our children to do well, so how can we help them be the best they can
possibly be?
The opportunity to attend school and learn in such ideal conditions like we have at LPS is a
privilege which most of the world doesn’t experience. To realise our good fortune and to
appreciate it is an excellent place to start in our thinking regarding our children’s education. The
vast majority of the world’s population do not have 12+ years of education readily available.
And only a very small percentage have the quality of education that we have. My wife and I
spent 2 years teaching in Samoa and we’ve visited schools in a range of other undeveloped or
developing countries including, Africa, Eastern Europe and Central America. Our conditions
are so good!
A few suggestions to help our children succeed:












Remind both ourselves and our children how fortunate we/they are to have such
privileged education and life situations
Maintain a positive mindset and speak positive words about our children, our
school, the children’s teachers
Encourage children to always do their best and remind them how important their
education is – we should model the attitude that we want our children to have –
they will follow suit
Read books together and alone – make it
a daily routine
When issues arise (and they will – that’s
life) stay calm and positive, allow
sufficient time for children to settle, give opportunity to explain the situation fully,
clarify the story with open ended questions – we learn and develop in resilience
the most through difficult situations so it’s important to face them and to deal with
them well
Remember that the teachers and school personnel
have our children’s best interests at heart – they
will have tried their best but may not have always
got it fully right – be patient
When the school needs to be informed of
important information – consider the best way to
impart relevant information, that will be the most helpful for everyone

All the best everyone. Hope you have the best year ever! Rob Hunter LPS Chaplain
Robert.Hunter@education.vic.gov.au

